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1. Overview
This dataset was collected as part of my PhD research at the University of Liverpool. The study explored how intercultural communicative competence (ICC) can be developed through the design and delivery of an online Mandarin intercultural training course.
The data consist of qualitative and quantitative materials generated from the teaching, learning, and reflection processes of the participants (adult Mandarin learners) and the researcher-teacher. The aim of the study was to understand both learners’ and the teacher-researcher’s experiences in developing intercultural and linguistic skills through pedagogical interventions and reflective practice.

2. Data Description
The dataset includes the following components:
	File Type
	Description
	Format
	Quantity

	Interview Transcripts
	Verbatim transcriptions of semi-structured interviews with participants conducted before and after training.
	Word (.docx)
	18 files

	Class Recordings (Transcribed)
	Transcriptions of selected online class recordings used for analysis of interactional and intercultural dynamics.
	Word (.docx)
	5 files

	Learning Journals
	Daily reflective journal entries written by each participant throughout the training.
	Word (.docx)
	4 files

	Surveys and Quizzes
	Pre- and post-training surveys, including self-assessment of learning and ICC, and short quizzes to assess Mandarin and cultural learning progress.
	Excel (.xlsx)
	17 files

	Observation Notes
	Researcher’s field notes, assessment outcomes and reflective memos recorded after training.
	Word (.docx)
	2 files


Total files: 44

3. Context of Data Collection
· Timeframe: Data were collected over approximately three months during the delivery of a 10-week online Mandarin intercultural training course.
· Participants: 26 adult learners of Mandarin with diverse national backgrounds and varying levels of prior experience in intercultural contexts.
· Research Design: Constructivist qualitative study combining classroom observation, learner-generated data (journals, quizzes) and semi-structured interviews.
· Ethical Approval: Ethical approval was obtained from the University of Liverpool Ethics Committee prior to data collection. All participants provided informed consent.
· Confidentiality: All personal identifiers were removed from the dataset. Pseudonyms are used throughout.

4. Data Usage
These data can be used to explore topics related to:
· Intercultural communication competence (ICC) development
· Language learning and teaching research methodology
· Reflexivity and researcher positionality in applied linguistics
· Constructivist approaches to classroom-based inquiry

5. File Naming and Organisation
Each file name begins with an identifier for the data type (e.g., interviews, August Beginner Lesson 1 for class recordings, Quiz for class quizzes or Survey for surveys, Participant names for learning journals) followed by participant pseudonym and session/week number. Example:
· Post-training assessment with Dan.docx
· Chance.docx
· Survey August Beginner Lesson 2.xlsx

6. Access and Reuse
The data are made available for non-commercial academic use only. Users must cite this dataset as follows:
Cai, Y. (2025). Developing Intercultural Communicative Competence (ICC) in Mandarin as a Foreign Language in the United Kingdom [Data set]. University of Liverpool Repository.
Please contact the author for any queries regarding reuse, interpretation, or contextual understanding of the data.

