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GENERAL INFORMATION

Title of Dataset: Data for a study of the construction of responsible dog ownership in UK stakeholder policy and educational literature

Author/Principal Investigator Information
Name: Carri Westgarth
ORCID: 24170385600
Institution: University of Liverpool
Address: Department of Livestock and One Health, Institute of Infection, Veterinary and Ecological Sciences, University of Liverpool, Leahurst Campus, Neston, Cheshire, CH64 7TE
Date of data collection: March 2023.
Geographic location of data collection: United Kingdom
Funding source: None

SHARING/ACCESS INFORMATION

Licenses/restrictions placed on the data: All excerpts, quotations, and references contained in this document remain the copyright of their respective owners
Links to publications that cite or use the data: Link to paper when published.
Recommended citation for this dataset: Westgarth, C. (2026) Data for a study of the construction of responsible dog ownership in UK stakeholder policy and educational literature. University of Liverpool Data Catalogue.
Data sources:
	Organisation
	Document name
	Link

	DEFRA
	Code of Practice for the Welfare of Dogs
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/code-of-practice-for-the-welfare-of-dogs 

	Welsh Government
	Code of Practice for the Welfare of Dogs 
	https://www.gov.wales/code-of-practice-for-the-welfare-of-dogs 

	DEFRA
	Dealing with Irresponsible Dog Ownership: Practitioners’ Manual
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dealing-with-irresponsible-dog-ownership-practitioners-manual 

	RSPCA
	RSPCA Briefing: Who is responsible for what in animal welfare?
	https://politicalanimal.rspca.org.uk/documents/d/political-animal/1651-who-is-responsible-for-what-document_v4-1- 

	Dogs Trust
	Responsible Dog Ownership booklet “A dog owner’s guide”
	Not currently available on website

	Dogs Trust
	Supporting responsible dog ownership checklist
	https://www.dogstrust.org.uk/how-we-help/ownership 
Not currently available on website


	UK Kennel Club
	The Canine Code
	https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/about-us/about-the-kennel-club/the-kennel-club-rules-regulations-and-codes/the-kennel-club-canine-code/ 

	Partnership
	Dog Walking Code for England and Wales
	https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/media/3091/the-dog-walking-code.pdf 

	BSAVA
	Position Statement on Responsible Pet Ownership
	https://www.bsava.com/position-statement/responsible-pet-ownership/ 

	Battersea
	How can we all be responsible pet owners?
	https://www.battersea.org.uk/about-us/news/how-can-we-all-be-responsible-pet-owners

	Bath & North East Somerset
	Responsible Dog Ownership
	https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/environment/dog-warden-service/responsible-dog-ownership 
Not currently available on website

	Bournemouth Christchurch and Poole Council
	Responsible Dog Ownership
	https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Communities/Animal-health-and-welfare/Dogs/Responsible-dog-ownership.aspx 
Not currently available on website

	Birmingham Dogs home
	Responsible Dog Ownership
	https://birminghamdogshome.org.uk/helpful-information/responsible-dog-ownership/

	Bromley The London Borough
	Responsible Dog Ownership
	https://www.bromley.gov.uk/parks-open-spaces/responsible-dog-ownership 

	Christies
	How to be a responsible dog owner
	https://christiesdirect.com/blog/how-to-be-a-responsible-dog-owner.html?gclid=CjwKCAjw_MqgBhAGEiwAnYOAesvc5aJSa-lc27MMsOTekdEGTD_Z0Vf0RMpVEJyIiXdknnQv3uediBoCuGkQAvD_BwE 

	Derry City and Strabane District Council
	Responsible Dog Ownership
	https://www.derrystrabane.com/getmedia/24b7d9ac-0792-482d-9ef1-efb7fa0dd65b/A5_DCSDC_Responsible-Dog-Ownership_2020.pdf 

	East Devon District Council
	Responsible Dog Ownership
	https://eastdevon.gov.uk/environmental-health-and-wellbeing/dogs/responsible-dog-ownership/  

	Forest of Dean
	A Guide to Responsible Dog Ownership
	An updated version with an additional checklist but otherwise all text identical. https://www.fdean.gov.uk/media/nfwpkmlv/a-guide-to-responsible-dog-ownership-2024.pdf 

	Harrogate Borough Council
	Responsible Dog Ownership
	https://www.harrogate.gov.uk/dogs/responsible-dog-ownership
Not available as new council formed since

	Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead
	Dogs in the Countryside
	https://www.rbwm.gov.uk/transport-and-streets/rights-way/dogs-countryside 

	Mansfield District Council
	Responsible Dog Ownership
	https://www.mansfield.gov.uk/dog-ownership/responsible-dog-ownership
Content has changed significantly since study

	Medivet
	Responsible Dog Owner Guide
	https://www.medivetgroup.com/pet-care/pet-advice/responsible-pet-ownership/responsible-dog-owner/ 

	NI Direct Government Services
	Responsible Dog Ownership
	https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/responsible-dog-ownership
Content has changed significantly since study

	North Norfolk District Council
	How to be a Responsible Rog Owner 
	https://www.north-norfolk.gov.uk/media/1504/tdepdo18_how_to_be_a_responsible_dog_owner_leaflet.pdf


	Pendle Borough Council
	Responsible Dog Ownership
	https://www.pendle.gov.uk/info/20039/animal_welfare/78/dogs/4
Identical except statement about low cost euthanasia since removed.

	Southwark Council
	Responsible Dog Ownership
	https://www.southwark.gov.uk/environment/animal-welfare/responsible-dog-ownership
Not currently available on website




DATA & FILE OVERVIEW

File List: Word files named by code name and data structure, organised by ‘Actions’ and ‘Concepts’.
	Name
	Files
	References

	Actions
	0
	0

	Fouling
	20
	50

	Bag and bin
	19
	29

	Health risk
	7
	7

	Toilet at home
	3
	3

	Healthy
	2
	3

	Natural behaviour
	5
	5

	Companionship
	12
	42

	Not left alone for long 4hours
	2
	5

	Other animals
	8
	18

	Positive interactions with people
	3
	8

	Exercise
	13
	28

	At least once a day
	6
	7

	Not within an hour of feeding
	1
	1

	Play and mental stimulation
	9
	16

	Rest
	2
	3

	Routine
	4
	4

	Protected from fear and distress
	12
	31

	Fighting
	1
	1

	Reward-based training
	4
	15

	Socialisation
	9
	14

	Protected from pain suffering and disease
	13
	38

	Grooming
	5
	5

	Monitoring
	5
	16

	Behavioural signs
	2
	11

	Health checks
	7
	8

	Mutilations
	2
	2

	Veterinary care
	4
	5

	Preventive
	3
	6

	Dental
	2
	3

	Flea treatment
	5
	7

	Overseas preparation
	1
	2

	Ticks
	3
	4

	Vaccination
	10
	17

	Worming
	10
	13

	Veterinary treatment
	6
	8

	Welfare end of life
	2
	2

	Suitable balanced diet
	16
	53

	At least once a day
	2
	2

	Obesity
	6
	10

	Twice a day
	1
	1

	Water
	10
	13

	Identification
	25
	59

	Collar and tag
	19
	23

	Licence
	2
	4

	Microchip
	23
	31

	Sourcing
	7
	57

	Breeder
	6
	35

	Health testing
	3
	5

	Imported checks
	1
	1

	Licenced
	3
	3

	Microchipping
	2
	3

	Minimum age 8 weeks
	3
	3

	Parents temperament
	4
	5

	Puppy contract
	2
	2

	Socialisation of puppies
	4
	4

	Supply food
	1
	1

	Vet checks
	3
	3

	Council
	1
	2

	Private sale
	1
	1

	Prohibited breeds
	2
	2

	Reputable
	6
	12

	Rescue centre
	3
	4

	Suitable environment
	7
	8

	Clean
	7
	12

	Toilet area
	4
	9

	Comfortable
	6
	9

	Dry
	2
	2

	Protected from heat or cold
	5
	11

	Left in unattended vehicle
	7
	8

	Walked in hot weather
	3
	3

	Ventilated
	2
	3

	Enough resources
	5
	11

	Sufficient size inc property
	2
	7

	Safe from hazards
	6
	21

	Letter cage
	1
	1

	Transport restraint
	3
	4

	Secure
	4
	5

	Signage
	2
	2

	Tenancy allowed
	1
	1

	Undisturbed esp resting and eating
	5
	14

	Crate training
	1
	2

	Under control
	5
	5

	Impact on others
	5
	5

	Aggression
	9
	26

	Dangerously out of control
	5
	6

	Muzzling
	2
	3

	Multiple dogs
	3
	5

	Max number of dogs can be exercised together
	3
	4

	Too many dogs in a household
	1
	1

	Noise barking
	9
	13

	Odour
	2
	3

	On lead
	15
	47

	Cyclists or joggers
	1
	1

	Livestock and other animals
	13
	24

	Roads
	10
	13

	When directed by an official
	2
	4

	Restricted areas
	10
	11

	Straying
	15
	23

	Supervision
	11
	23

	Approaching uninvited
	3
	3

	Children
	2
	2

	In sight
	3
	5

	Unattended public place
	3
	3

	Training
	16
	29

	Basic commands
	10
	18

	Reproduction
	4
	7

	Neuter
	12
	19

	Concepts
	0
	0

	Commitment
	3
	4

	Consideration
	7
	15

	Financial
	12
	24

	Insurance
	8
	9

	Sufficient time input
	8
	9

	Duty
	3
	4

	Delegation in your absence
	11
	23

	Dependant
	2
	2

	Family member
	1
	1

	Legal duty
	17
	40

	Five freedoms
	10
	12

	over 16
	1
	2

	Moral social duty
	4
	9

	Benefits to us
	10
	12

	Personalisation
	9
	31

	Best for the dog
	2
	3

	Seek advice from qualified professionals
	12
	48



METHODOLOGICAL INFORMATION

Description of methods used for collection/generation of data:
Documents for analysis were collected and data analysis performed in March 2023. Firstly the author collated the primary literature that they were aware of surrounding key sources of information regarding responsible dog ownership and canine Codes of Practice (10 documents) from UK Government (DEFRA Code of Practice for the Welfare of Dogs, Welsh Government Code of Practice for the Welfare of Dogs), The Kennel Club, Dog Walking code for England and Wales, British Small Animal Veterinary Association, Royal Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Dogs Trust, Battersea Dogs and Cats Home. Secondly, a google search was performed for ‘responsible dog ownership’ and any other UK-based hits from the first 3 pages listed were collected and page content saved into a word document each (16 documents). This gave a total of 26 documents for analysis.
Methods for processing the data:
An inductive data analysis approach was used, where text contained in the documents were interrogated for similarities and differences to explore themes that informed understanding of the research objectives (Green & Thorogood, 2009). The software NVIVO was used for data management. Each text was read line by line by the author and coded using a 6 step thematic analysis approach (Braun & Clarke, 2021). Initial codes generated were iteratively added to and modified as the data was constantly compared, then grouped into themes and sub-themes that explained the commonalities and differences between the data sources. This resulted in development of a framework of core themes grounded in the research data and illustrated by quotes (Pope & Mays, 1995).

